
The BIGGER 

Picture..! 



Hi everyone and welcome to this year’s NAYBR newsletter. 

It’s been a really busy year so far and in this edition we would like to tell you about the 
collaborative team efforts that go into running the rescue. Like most things, it’s all about 
teamwork; hence the theme of “the bigger picture”. We are proud to work alongside some 
amazing people and organisations and we want them to be proud of working with us; 
making a difference together. We should never stop trying to learn more and each day 
brings new challenges and opportunities. This experience should be shared in order that 
we can all help to make that difference together. We pride ourselves in the standard of 
people and organisations who we work with; these dogs are our world and we need to 
ensure they receive the very best care and are given every chance in life. We have some 
more dog stories for you and the happy endings are all down to the team wanting to ex-
pand their knowledge and training whilst continually searching for ways to help the dogs 
in our care.  

We would like to pass on our thanks to Sue Edwards for her time as a Trustee but I’m 
sure you will still see her at our events..x The team are very proud to welcome Mark Fen-
ton as Volunteers Coordinator and his passion and enthusiasm is proving really infec-
tious. He is always on the lookout for new volunteers so please listen out for his war 
cries..! 

It is with great pride that I collate these articles as it always make me realise how lucky I 
am to be part of a “bigger picture” that is changing the lives of Boxers in the UK. 

As always we are constantly looking for help and support so we would love to hear from 
you if you would like to get involved. 

Very Best regards, 

Matthew McDonnell Chair, Notts and Yorkshire Boxer Rescue 

Bruno arrived with NAYBR over a year ago with Kaos.  Both dogs were 

being kept in squalid conditions in a barn.  Kaos was a boxer and Bruno, 

a boxer-cross.  Kaos was fostered quite quickly, leaving poor Bruno be-

hind in the kennels.  It can be dif-

ficult, as a breed specific rescue, 

to rehome anything other than a 

boxer as generally, people come 

to us because they want a boxer.  

However, Bruno was an old man, 

equally deserving of our help and 

eventually, an appeal in the Not-

tingham Evening Post brought 

forward Steve.  Steve had never 

had a dog before but was being 

encouraged by his friend Jackie, 

who had a staffie herself.  Steve fostered Bruno initially but al-

ways said he was committed to looking after him and was happy 

to take on the financial responsibility.  Steve signed the adoption 

papers earlier this year making Bruno a very happy boy. 



If you have adopted from us then you 

may have visited one of the kennels we 

use. As a rescue we believe in providing 

the very best of care for dogs while 

they are with us and that’s why the ken-

nels we work in partnership with have an 

unrivalled reputation for excellence.  

The award winning C 4 Paws kennels at 

Chesterfield even took part in a docu-

mentary earlier this year and was 

pleased to welcome Catherine Tate 

through its doors to do a documentary 

on saving the British bulldog.  

 

 

Upton Lodge Farm Boarding kennels in Nottinghamshire has 

boarded our rescue dogs for some years and owner Sarah Quick 

has been a great supporter of our rescue. 

Both kennels were chosen for their outstanding care and the res-

cue operates a system of kennel enrichment ensuring every dog 

gets regular exercise, stimulation with toys and play, interaction 

with staff and high quality food..............cuddles come as standard! 

We are so very proud to use such high quality kennels ensuring 

that each and every dog gets the best. We wouldn’t have it any 

other way! 

https://www.cfourpaws.co.uk/ 

http://www.uptonboardingkennels.co.uk/ 

There are two questions that we get asked more than any others, quite often that 
leads to long debates when the questions hit Social Media but here they are: 

1. What is the best food to use..? 

2. What is the best insurance to use..? 

OK; so as you can guess, we will ignore Question 1. as EVERY DOG IS DIFFERENT..! 

Question 2 however does need a mention as we do promote insuring your dog as we all 
need to ensure that we have peace of mind should the need arise. Consider it an ex-
pected cost that should be budgeted for; we do see dogs coming into rescue that 
would have benefited from that protection if only they were covered. 

We always say ‘do your homework’ so we have done ours and so we are looking at 
forming a partnering scheme with Petplan; that should be a name you will recognise 
but please check it out and ask your vet for 
their thoughts also. 

If you would like to know more about this 
scheme then please email the team on: 

info@nayboxerrescue.co.uk 

mailto:info@nayboxerrescue.co.uk


Lisa, Vice Chair… 

My earliest memories are of our family pet Candy a yellow Labrador bitch. 
She came into my life when I was aged 6/7 and she was a pup. After years of asking for a pet she soon became 
the focal point of our family. She was the most gentle , loving , protective dog you could ask for. 
After asking my dad why he chose a Labrador and not a boxer... this was his reply. I needed a helping hand on 
the land, a gundog to retrieve and beat. A lab fitted the bill. 
As many people know in rescue I grew up in a rural area, with farming life at the top 
of all priorities. We trained her to retrieve and carry an egg, so as not to harm what 
she carried. She lived until 13 years old and had diabetes throughout much of her 
adult life. 
Rescue was not an everyday thought but as I grew into my early teens I started to 
explore rescues and knew this was something I wanted to pursue. I started by fund-
raising for local charities. Dogs are fabulous companions but when you rescue they 
are your life.... the bond becomes much more intense , the love and respect is price-
less. 
I now have 2 boxers Harry and Camden, a black Labrador Dexter and a English 
springer spaniel called Sam. 

Tracy, General Manager… 

I can't remember not having a dog really. I think I've been owned by one all my life but I suppose my first serious 
relationship would have been with a dog called William. I am one of 7 children and William became child number 
8. He would play on the street with all the other kids who lived near and if none of us were available then other 
kids would knock at the door and ask if William was playing. He had the biggest heart, was very clever and pro-
tected me on one occasion when a big girl was bullying me. He was only 7 when he went to the bridge and broke 
my heart. I've never been without a dog since and can't imagine that I ever could.  

Nicola, Yorkshire Coordinator... 

My first memory of a dog was a German Shepherd called Ricky. He was around 2 when I was born and ap-
parently we were inseparable from the first time we met. One of my earliest memories is of being sat with 
him in front of the fire and him letting me lean on him 
while I played with my toys. Apparently I fell forwards 
towards the hearth and he got up and went and laid 
there so that if I did it again I’d fall on him. The only 
people who could walk him on a lead without him pull-
ing were my sister and me – he was massive and very 
strong and was very protective towards the two of us. 
He never let us out of his sight when we were out in 
the garden playing and followed us everywhere. I 
loved him so much and when I came home for school 
the first thing I used to do was go and find him. The 
day I came home and he wasn’t there I thought my 
heart was going to break. Ricky is definitely the rea-
son I love dogs so much – he was my best friend for 
the first 9 years of my life and I still miss him now.  

Jo, Treasurer… 

My first memory of a dog was our family pet Millie, she was the most loving and loyal dog and lived to the 
grand old age of 15. I grew up always having dogs around, they teach us so much couldn't imagine my life 
without a furry one x  

Kerry, Fostering Coordinator… 

My first memory of a dog was my nan’s poodle called Timmy. He didn’t like many people & could be quite antisocial 
but from a young age when we visited I enjoyed walking him, playing with him & feeding him & in turn he loved to curl 
up on my knee, he taught me to be patient, love life & give everyone a chance. 



Jules, Secretary… 

Andy and I decided we wanted a dog and I thought I wanted a Labrador.  
Andy said NO WAY - we are having a boxer.  So at 10 months old, Tyson 
appeared on our doorstep.   
He came from a divorcing couple who just didn't want him. He was thin, 
dirty and had flu.  
We decided the poor lad needed a noble name so he became Schubert 
and it suited him down to the ground. We loved him, he was a dude and we 
sorted him out, trained him up and he was amazing. He had his little is-
sues, as they all do and we dealt with them.   
He was almost 12 when we lost him; broke our hearts so along came Mer-
lin to mend them.  
So thank you Schubert, for starting my love of boxers, for being my buddy, 
a total dude and one of the craziest boxers I've met and also one of the 
cleverest.  
Miss you every day little fella xx  

Fiona, Fostering Coordinator… 

My two earliest childhood mem-
ories of dogs both involve our 
neighbours. One neighbour em-
igrated and left Trixie behind 
and my parents took her in.  
Another neighbour had Chihua-
huas, Topo and Tinker and we 
looked after them both when 
they went on holiday. I like to 
think it taught me the value of 
helping other people and en-
couraged a love of animals.  

Stuart, Trustee… 

My first memory of a dog was our Labrador Barney.  We were visiting my gran in Birkenhead when a lady 
brought a puppy to see us. After playing with him for around an hour mum asked me if I wanted to keep him, ob-
viously as a kid of about 7 or 8 I was over the moon.  I'll always remember the 1st time we heard him bark, we'd 
had him for about 3yrs and he'd never barked at anything until we were out walking him in the fields when all of a 
sudden he saw a rabbit and he was barking like mad at it. Such a lovely boy.   

Mark, Volunteers Coordinator … 

My first memory of a dog was our first 
boxer "The Lady Rachel"......soul ma-
te and best friend as a 10 year old. 
She came every where with me and 
was so loyal and protective........it was 
Rachel that imprinted Boxer's on me 
forever. She was a beautiful White girl 
and lived to a healthy 12 years. 
I was then without till I finally persuad-
ed Gabby that Boxers were the way 
and the life and our handsome half 
brother's came, Elmo was a pup and 
we rehomed his half brother Mor-
ley......my start in rescue......the rest 
they say is history 

Chris, Coordinator… 

My family were all cats till I was 12 and playing on the park a friend had a pup they couldn't find a home 
for so I took her home my dad of course said no way. I put her on his knee and she snuggled up and 
went to sleep and Suzy stayed with us for 16 years and our family were never without a dog after that . 

Gail, Coordinator… 

“My first memory of a dog was not a good one, I was terrified 
of dogs when younger. We had a little JRT whilst growing up 
so that I could cope with. A well known large breed dog came 
to the gate once and barked loudly in my face ( he was bigger 
than me ) he scared the living daylights out of me!  
It wasn't until I was much older that bigger breed dogs and 
breeds that have bad reputations was not so scary after all, I 
just needed time and educating and most importantly I had to 
learn to trust the dogs and they me. It is a work in progress 
and always should be. I adore my Staffy and i enjoy being 
around the Boxers and when the events are on I happily meet 
and greet all different sizes and breeds with a beaming smile, 
even get a few cuddles in!!  



I will be riding the Notts 100 mile bike ride  on 24th June for Notts and Yorkshire Boxer Rescue . Cycling 

this distance will not be an easy challenge and i am currently in training to achieve this goal. 

This is a charity that's very close to my heart as I have seen first hand the 
work that they do through owning my own boxer dog, Millie, who we 
unfortunately lost in December. Since then, on the 21st March, we fos-
tered Rocky. The charity have worked with us to ensure Rocky is settled 
and doing well. We are planning on adopting him very soon and if it 
was not for the charity, we would have never had the chance to fall in 
love with such a comical boy. I would appreciate it if you could help me 

in my journey and support me as i take part in this adventure.  

The charity  is made up of dedicated volunteers who have a passion for 
the breed. They work on rescuing and re-homing boxer dogs all over the 

UK and have re-homed over 60 dogs in the last year. 

No donation is to small and even £1 can make a huge difference.  

Thank you! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michael-luck1982 

Me and my doggie pals are incredibly fortunate to have caring, generous and sometimes mad hoomans 
who are prepared to go above and beyond to raise much needed funds for NAYBR. Without their efforts 
the Rescue simply wouldn’t have enough funding to do what’s needed and for that my pals are eternally 

grateful. Here are just a couple of examples..xx 

Matthew, Chair… 

We didn’t have a dog ourselves when I was growing up, not that we didn’t 
like them; it’s just we didn’t have the lifestyle that suited being dog owners. 
Nicola had always had dogs so when we got together it what something that 
was missing from our first home. We visited a local rescue kennels and there 
at the end of the corridor, at the back was Petra. She was a wonderful black 
lab cross who opened my eyes to dogs completely and fitted in with our lives 
in an instant. She loved to go camping, swim in the sea, eat absolutely any-
thing (typical lab) but most of all she loved having a new family  to share 
things with. I couldn't believe how she looked at me  and brightened up my 
day; always happy to greet me as if she hadn’t seen me in ages..! Dogs are 
a big commitment and a lifestyle choice, but what a lifestyle they give you. I miss Petra every day  and often think 
about her; I sometimes think “I wonder how she would have got on with the other dogs we have had since”. Perhaps 
best not to think too hard about that..! 

Our wonderful and brave Coordinator Chris, affectionately known as ‘The Silver Bird’ will once again be 
doing something amazing to raise funds. Our in-house superhero will this time be attempting a sponsored 

fire walk on 16th November and we think this incredible lady needs our support..! 

She has previously abseiled and wing-walked but this 
time she is keeping her feet on terra firma; more terra 

than firma..! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chris-

cobb7 

Andy, Trustee… 

I think I was always destined to be a Boxer daddy. When I was born my mum & dad had a white boxer called Remus, 
the way my dad describes him he was like the dog on Tom & Jerry cartoons, unfortunately I don't remember him. As I 
was growing up there were two more boxers, Cleo and then Penny, Cleo was a dark brindle and Penny was a red & 
white, I remember Penny's kennel name was Wrencliffe pretty picture. They say once a boxer owner always a boxer 
owner. In 1993 the landlord of our local pub came to tell Jules and me that one of his pups was coming back and 
needed a home, it was a done deal, 10 month old Tyson came to his furever home except we called him Schubert, our 
first dog together, the rest is history.  



DOG SHOW CLASSES: 

Most Fabulous Family, Loveliest Lady, Most fabulous Fella, Best Rescue Dog, 

Best Junior Handler, Most Gorgeous Golden Oldie, Best Paw Shaker, Musical Sits 

Judges Own Favourite, Most Awesome Eyes 

Best in Show and Reserve receive a Trophy, ALL BREEDS WELCOME..! 



Bryan interviewed our very own super vet Charlotte Hanson from Animal Doctor 
Vets, Ravenshead and asked her “what tips do you have for our hoomans who want 
to take good care of my doggie pals?” 
Charlotte says........ 
Eyes – are they clean? Is there any discharge? 
Are they squinting or rubbing at their eye? Is 
there any redness or swelling? 
Eyes should be kept clean but if there is red-
ness, swelling or if they are squinting or rubbing at the 
eye you should get it checked by your vet. 
 
Ears – Are they clean? If they are pawing at 
their ears, shaking their head, if their ears 
smell or if their ears are very dirty, waxy or 
they seem in discomfort then again see your vet for ad-
vice.  Dogs with allergies can sometimes suffer with ear 
problems as a result of the condition so consult your vet 
about how best to deal with this. 
 
Paws & Nails – Check nails to make sure none are split, 

overgrown and there is no evidence of infec-
tion or damage. Check their pads and be-
tween toes for any sores, wounds or infec-
tion. If you are unsure about clipping your 
dog’s nails then please get advice from your 
vet, they will be happy to help you. 
 

Teeth – An appropriate, safe dental chew can be given and this will help 
with your dog’s oral health. You can clean your dog’s teeth with a spe-
cially designed dog tooth brush and paste. You should check the health 
of their teeth and gums and any concerns you have should be raised 
with your vet who can advise you. 
 
Flea, worms and vaccinations – There are many flea and worming treatments you 
can use and your vet can advise you on these.  
Vaccinations should be done yearly by your vet with kennel cough given separately 
from the others up the nasal passage. Your vet will also give your dog a yearly 

health check at the same time, so if you are concerned about anything 
please ask your vet. Please keep their vaccinations up to date as fail-
ure to do so may put your dog at risk from life threatening illnesses 
and invalidate your pet insurance. 
 

You know your dog better than anyone so if you are worried or concerned about any 
aspect of your dog’s health or behaviour  please do not hesitate to contact your 
vet..........we don’t bite and are always happy to help and advise you. 
Thank you Charlotte. I’m sure all our hoomans will be able to use this great advice 
and keep all us looking and feeling grrrrrrrrrrrreat! 
Bryan x  



Ask a member of the public to name a famous rescue centre and 
they will probably say Battersea. Our own Tracy Dawes has 
known Tracey Conway at Battersea for many years and have of-
ten compared notes and wisdom. Tracy has had two dogs from 
Battersea herself and that is how she initially met Tracey; she 
was running an appeal for an old dog needing a home and Tracy 
adopted him and they have stayed friends ever since. They re-
cently talked about rescues working alongside Battersea and 
NAYBR were put in touch with Laura Cushway who is an Animal 
Partnership Coordinator at Battersea. Obviously Battersea take their partnering schemes very 
seriously and don’t just hand over dogs to any organisation without doing their homework first. 
We were more than happy for Battersea to come and meet us, see how we operate and general-
ly get a feel for what NAYBR believes in and our approach to rescue. This insight into NAYBR 
went very well with Battersea and we were thrilled when they asked us if we could help to re-
home a gorgeous Boxer cross called Bubbles who was 15 months old and was struggling to find 
her furever home..! She wasn’t coping very well in kennels so we knew what had to be done and 
put a plan together for her. She needed some dental work that Battersea organised and we were 
fortunate to receive lots of useful information about her that really does make the process so 
much more manageable. Bubbles needed some work with her behaviour but that is something 
that can be sorted with time and patience. The clever girl was soon putting on weight and be-
coming a lovely lady that we knew she was and a real hit with the kennel staff. 
Fast-forward a little bit and we’ll let Mark Page tell the next chapter…  
 
After our boy Storm crossed the rainbow bridge in September 2017 we were devastated as you can 
imagine and never thought we could have another fur baby. A few  months passed and in early Jan-
uary 2018 myself and my partner Louise came across this beautiful looking boxer cross named Bub-
bles, but knowing it was too soon after we lost our boy we weren’t sure if the time was right. By the 
end of February we had been in contact with NAYBR and filled out an adoption form…………on 
March 2nd 2018 the beautiful Bubbles came into our lives…! We decided to change her name to Star 
for her new start which I think she really took to quickly and she is certainly living up to her name 
now. Star was shy and a little timid at first but as she started to settle in, her amazing personality 
started to shine through as well as her confidence. Everything was so interesting, on little walks 
she’d be looking at everything and everyone around. Now as we approach her being with us 3 
months the little Star really has changed our lives for the better, she is so loving and beautiful and a 
little mischievous; hey all pups are right..! Seriously, myself and Louise are convinced that this little 
Star has made our lives complete again and we are looking forward to the future seeing our little 
rescue girl becoming our rescue lady…x 



It’s always nice to get out and about and meet the public 

and their four legged friends; the All About Dogs shows 

are a great opportunity for us to do exactly that. Events 

like these are vital for us to raise funds and awareness 

and we are extremely grateful to the team at Aztec 

Events for allowing us to be part of their weekends.  

We get the privilege of hosting one of the Fun Dog Shows 

that gives everyone an opportunity to show off their Fab-

ulous Fella or Loveliest Lady. We especially enjoy the 

Junior Handler category as it’s great to see the next generation of dog lovers being part of the day. 

 

The events have loads of attractions and stalls so it re-

ally is a great day out for all the family; if the team are 

really lucky they may even get 5 minutes to do a bit of 

shopping themselves or maybe even stuff their faces 

with food..! 

Whilst we are working (it is work but it’s enjoyable 

work..!), we hear live music and look over at the many 

displays and demonstrations that are taking place 

around us; we have even met celebrities..! 

 

The team are always busy and our new Tombola Dash is 

proving very popular; not sure who’s idea it was to com-

bine a Tombola with a fun doggie obstacle course but we 

love it. As always it’s nothing serious so if we get happy 

and tired dogs then that’s a good day in our eyes. 

Our fundraising gazebo sees many generous and support-

ive people coming to say hello to the team and we are 

constantly filling doggie lucky dip bags and water bowls 

to ensure everyone has a good time. It’s great to get the 

opportunity to tell the public who we are and what we do 

and their feedback is so encouraging. 

We have been part of the Aztec Events circuit for some 

time now and we are always made to feel welcome by 

the team there who work so hard to put on these 

events. 

We need to wrap this article up now I suppose as even 

one day at the All About Dogs can easily take up page 

after page.  

 

Details of these events are on the Aztec website 

so please come along and say hello; we would love 

to meet you and your four legged friends..! 

http://www.allaboutdogsshow.co.uk/ 

 
 



Mia came into rescue just a few days before Christmas. 

We never thought for a minute that she would come to us 

in such a terrible state. Painfully thin and very afraid 

she several tumours which had been left untreated and 

had been used as a breeding machine. She looked to have 

recently had her last litter quite recently even though 

she was an old lady of about 9 or 10 years old. What an 

incredibly sad sight she was.  

Mia went straight into foster care and saw our vet Char-

lotte as soon as possible.  

The tumours needed to be removed but we needed to build her up first. We could count every rib 

and her hip bones were prominent. Her coat was dull and she looked miserable. 

Over Christmas she began to put on weight. Her coat began to get a shine and gradually she be-

came more confident. Our big fear then was “how would she cope with the operation.” It was a lot to 

put an older lady though but we had no choice. 

We as a rescue have incredible trust in our vet Char-

lotte. We knew she would do her very best for her.  

The time that day passed by so very slowly but even-

tually we got the call we’d all been waiting for. Mia 

had come through her operation and was doing well. 

Tumours removed, epulis (growths on her gums) re-

moved and spayed she was sleepy but doing just fine. 

What a relief! 

Over the months Mia has continued to do well. No 

more the bony little frightened girl who came 

through our door.  

She loves to play (especially will balls). She adores attention and fuss and especially loves cuddles. 

Mia finally has the home she deserves. 



We are really fortunate to work with the very respected Dog Behaviourist,  

Kim Hunt. Over to you Kim...  
Many people choose to get their new dog from a rescue centre for many reasons; perhaps they need an 

older dog to fit in with their lifestyle, or they have a genuine noble intention of giving an unwanted animal 

a new start in life or perhaps they have had good experiences in the past at acquiring a ‘rescue dog’. 

I would just ask you the question, are you using your heart or your head when you are choosing? 

Just take a moment to consider some of the following regarding your choice. 

Having given this some thought myself, I believe that although we may fool ourselves into thinking we 

are making a decision based on soundly thought logic, mostly we are swayed by what we see, hear and 

feel about the dog that looks at us from that kennel space! 

And is that so wrong?  Well it may be.  Or on the other hand, aren’t feelings what sway all the decisions 

we make in our lives? 

The problem with making this wrong decision, is that it does have some serious consequences down 

the line.  I often get involved in those consequences and the outcome can be very hard on everyone.  Of 

course I am talking about the worst case scenario, when the dog becomes too much for us to handle 

and either ends up back in a kennel or at the Vets. 

So what I want you to consider, before making any decision is just what it is you want from your new 

dog and just what you have to offer. 

Make a list, firstly of what ’type’ of dog you and your family find attractive - small, large, hairy, short coat-

ed, colour, facial type, until you all have a mental picture of what attracts you in a physical sense to a 

dog.  Then beware - this is the dog, regardless of character that you will all be drawn to in the rescue 

centre! 

So - make another list of the type of characteristics you would like to find in your dog, of course, you 

must be aware that these characteristics and indeed the true personality of the dog does not always 

emerge when in a kennel environment, but I wish to look at this issue in a later article. 

Do you want a quiet or loud  dog would it be better if you chose an older dog who doesn’t need lots of 

exercise or a young dog who is full of energy, how does this fit into your lifestyle and what you want to 

do with your dog? 

Next - think of your home environment and family makeup, would a large dog really fit into your one bed 

roomed flat or would you be better choosing a smaller animal, is your family lively and loud in which 

case a shy retiring dog may find this very frightening or a boisterous dog may find this tips them over the 

edge of what is acceptable behaviour.  How much time can you and your family dedicate to exercising, 

grooming, training and generally caring for your dogs needs - lots to think about. 

The other major question is whether to choose a Male or Female and yes they can be very different, a 

bossy female can be far more difficult than a bossy male for example.  Some people will tell you that 

dogs are more independent than bitches or visa versa, I believe it is more about the relationship you 

form with your dog and their innate personality than gender, but the truth is, some people just have a 

preference for a male or a female. 

If you already have a dog, then a rough rule of thumb is to have the opposite gender when adding to 

your brood, as they are less likely to get into conflict - but may still do so if the integration is not carried 

out carefully. 

Remember to spend some time with the dog both around 

the kennels and away from the kennels, and introduce any 

dogs you may already have on neutral territory before you 

make a decision, don’t 

decide immediately, give 

yourself some time to 

‘cool off’ before you 

make you final choice. 

Because of course, a 

dog should be for life…. 

                    http://www.kimhunt.co.uk/ 



The simple fact is that dog people have dogs, quite often more than one; so at some point a new pack member 
may need to be introduced. This is how Rose came to stay in our family with Bruce & Mindy; every dog is differ-
ent but we thought it might be nice to tell you what worked for us and our pack. 
Let’s assume that we have done all the preparation work and skip to the introduc-
tions, we all know about the financial, space and time implications etc; so let’s focus 
on how the three of them became a family. 

It may sound obvious but ; we know you 
can’t bring another dog through the front door and hope it works. Scarily people can 
shop on-line for dogs and do exactly that..! 

It is generally said that and that certainly seems to be the case 
when introducing dogs; they all need their place in the hierarchy and we don’t want 
dogs battling it out for top spot. (Actually second spot, behind us humans). 
Rose came into Rescue with her two sisters so like every dog, they were all dog test-
ed with dogs we know well. We needed to know if Rose liked being with any dog 
first, let alone ours. A little sniff from either side of a gate can usually be a good indi-
cator that there is hope. 

 is always a good start for the initial meeting; only when that goes well and there are 
more people than dogs would we let them off lead or give them more lead length. This is what we use for ‘meet 
and greets’ if we are rehoming dogs to current dog owners. 

That seemed to go well so now we need to spend some time together; we took 
all three dogs on a nice walk as 

. This also gives us chance to observe how 
they interact with each other and their surroundings. 
The time came then to take Rose home for the first time but we needed to pre-
pare first. , like 
toys, treats and beds. Baby gates are very useful generally but can help initially 
at feeding times and bed times; we can’t watch them constantly but we try to.
Bruce & Mindy had a well-established routine but perhaps Rose had a different 
routine or no routine at all. Again, patience and calmness were the key. 

and separated not by time but by dis-
tance; the last thing we wanted was for one dog to take another dogs food as 
that would be a flash point..! 
After meals then we need to relax so Rose needed to know that the love in our 
house is shared equally. 

so the attention had to shared out, tempting as it is to over-fuss 
the new dog. It was upsetting at times to see Bruce and Mindy completely ignoring Rose’s attention seeking to 
them; this is completely normal though. 

. It doesn’t last long in the grand scheme of things though 
so don’t worry. 

Next thing on their list was to learn how to play and interact so 
and play was supervised. Toys were put away when playtime was over and more toys (and greater value toys) 
were added over time. The submissive dog doesn’t get the pick of the toys so Rose had to know what she could 
have and when. 

; this has to be expected as this 
is a big change to these dogs. Don’t let things escalate though, 
calmly separate them and restore the peace. 
We are looking forward to building memories with Rose as she 
settles and we are really happy to say she has settled in well 
with Bruce & Mindy. They are now a real family pack so it is well 
worth taking the time to get it right; looking back it’s like they 
have always been together..! 

As a quick summary then…..one word  
Matthew and Nicola would like to reiterate that these are just 
a few ideas that seemed to work well for their family. Please 
consult a qualified behaviourist for specific training and advice. 



Last year, you may remember we took in 
Bruno, aged almost 6 who only had one 
eye.  Bruno had his eye removed six 
months previously as he had become blind 
due to glaucoma.  Glaucoma is a condition 
which places pressure on the eye, prevent-
ing the drainage of fluid which eventually 
causes permanent damage to the optic 
nerve and blindness.  We knew that Bruno 
may lose his other eye in time, so it was im-
portant that we found him a permanent 
home as quickly as possible where his fam-
ily understood this.  Bruno was fostered for 
a while and proved to be a lovely, well be-
haved boy.  He was then fostered by Gillian 
and Mark who very quickly decided they wanted to adopt him.  Bruno is doing very well 
and continues to have drops in his eye every day. 

 

Bentley was brought to us by the dog warden 5 years 
ago, probably when he was around 1 and he was 
adopted by myself and Rob.  He had been found as a 
stray and was in a very poor condition.  He has had nu-
merous health problems, mainly to do with his skin and 
weakened immune system.  Recently, Bentley’s eyes 
became very inflamed and he was clearly unwell.  He 
was taken to an ophthalmologist for a consultation who 
looked through his 48 pages of medical history and 
could see that he had had numerous problems with ul-
ceration in his eyes.  Bentley was diagnosed with Ocu-
lar Melanosis, a very rare inherited condition, generally 
found in Cairn Terriers but occasionally in boxers.  The 
condition causes brown cells to accumulate in the eye 
which again block drainage, causing a build up of pres-
sure i.e. glaucoma.  Bentley had experienced a ‘spike’ 
in glaucoma resulting in blindness in one eye and the 
other eye showed symptoms of the disease.  It also 

carries a risk factor of melanoma, i.e. cancer.   

Bentley was booked in for an enucleation (removal) of his left eye and an x-ray of his 
neck and chest area to check for abnormalities.  Fortunately, the x-ray was clear and the 
enucleation went ahead.   

The histopathology of the globe confirmed the diagnosis.  Bentley has recovered from his 
operation and continues to have drops in the other eye.  The pressure in that eye will be 
monitored by the specialist but the condition is incurable.   

Despite their problems, the two boys are wonderful characters whose families will contin-
ue to ensure they have the best quality of life possible.   

Thanks to NAYBR and their dedication and commitment to helping all the boxers that 
come their way, the future of both boys has been secured.   



Bryan asked our trusted physio, Jayne Strange, why massage is great for 

his doggie pal’s health and wellbeing. Over to you Jayne...  

Dogs have physical and emotional needs, and much like children, they depend on us to care for 

them.  Providing proper nutrition, exercise, and regular veterinary care.  Without these things, it 

would be almost impossible for our friends to flourish. 

Dogs thrive on and need exercise – there are all sorts of options out there that suit your individual 

dogs needs.  Find out what they like, and don’t forget dogs can change their minds like we can and 

can get bored with the same thing 

Athletes before running a race warm up, we should do this with our 4 legged friends.  Give those 

muscles a good warm up beforehand and walk for a bit before letting your dogs go crazy when out 

and about.  

You should get used to how your dog’s body feels normally, so that you 

can feel anything abnormal, you will be looking for tenderness, temper-

ature, tone & texture of those muscles.  

Have they started moving differently… e.g 

 

Bunny hopping..?            Crabbing..? 

Stimulate their mind as well as their body, a lack of mental stimulation 

can cause dogs to become bored, destructive and extremely frustrated.  

Keeping their minds active to stay happy and healthy. 

Be careful when ball playing as chasing after the ball at high speed, 

then stopping can cause muscle and ligament damage. 

Watch their waistline… Feeding the correct food is so important to a 

dog’s health, wellness and fitness. 

Have you tried walking on Ice… that’s what it’s like for our dogs, when 

they walk on slippery flooring “put none slip mats down”? 

Dogs can get the same injuries as us, and we know how a good massage 

makes us feel, dogs also enjoy it as well. 

An update from our Foster Coordinator, Fiona... 
Max came to us over three years ago, aged 11, as his own-
ers were emigrating.  Max was fostered by a lady already 
known to the rescue who was very experienced and had 
proved herself capable of managing the more challenging 
dogs, so we knew he was in good hands.  Sheriden’s expe-
rience has undoubtedly contributed to Max now approach-
ing the grand old age of 15.   

Her care and dedication to him has been lovely to witness.  
She describes the two of them as being like Wallace and 
Gromit and regularly makes me laugh with stories of their 
adventures.  One of her favourite words to describe him is 
‘stoical’; I think we would all say we recognise that quality in 
the breed.   

He has recently had one or two health issues but continues 
to enjoy life, including his cup of tea (only a small one) be-
fore he takes himself off to bed.  We hope you have many 
more happy adventures Max , Sheriden would undoubtedly 
say you have helped her as much as she has helped you.   

We love you Max xx 



It’s never dull in ‘Ull. 

When I first met my dads at NAYBR in March 2017, I was quite a timid creature, a little skittish and 

scared of everything. They took me to their home where I had a new bed, new toys to play with and differ-

ent smells and new experiences. My dads talked about fostering me but this didn’t sound like a permanent 

arrangement…little did I know that they had no intention of giving me back and I had found my forever 

home. 

Anyway, in the first couple of weeks, there were a couple of minor incidents, I developed a taste for vets 

cheek, I didn’t like my pigs ear been touched by a hooman and to set the record straight, the sofa is mine, 

all mine and if you want to get on it, you curl up around me. Oh and by the way, I am now best mates with 

the vet, my hoomans can take anything from me but the sofa…that will always be mine. 

After a few weeks I spent another few days back at NAYBR as my parents were going on a pre-planned hol-

iday . Whilst there, I rekindled my friendship with Lenny and we were known for being mischievous. Lenny 

was adopted by a lovely couple and left me 2 days before my dads came home but we have stayed best ma-

tes to this day. Oh and when my dads got back from holiday, they signed some papers and we went 

home…this time for good. 

Since then, my life has been so eventful, I go for some lovely walks down by the river, and into the country 

where we go for a long walk and then a pint and a Ploughman's lunch in a lovely pub. I’ve had a photo session 

with the lovely Joe at Bounders, I stay with my Grandma now if 

these two have a holiday and she spoils me with chicken breast and 

halibut fillets 

I’m still not brilliant with little yappy dogs…but then who is? I’ve bit-

ten through 9 leads but nobody likes to be constrained do they?  

But I’ve made lots of new Boxer friends and all the hoomans love me. 

I’m a bit of a tart and have got Miss Mia and Miss Gucci vying for my 

affections but I like playing hard to get. 

All in all I am loving my new life and my hoomans love me because 

they tell me so all the time. They’re still not having my sofa 

Love, Bocky..x 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/NayBoxerrescue/ 

 

Ebay Shop: http://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/nayBoxerrescue15 

 

JustGiving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/n-y-b-r 

 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/NAYBR1 

 

Email: Info@nayBoxerrescue.co.uk 

 

Website: http://www.naybr.co.uk/ 

 

Rescue Line: 07747 311624 
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